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FOREWORD 

As a result of the Second Vatican Council, many peqple 
are more actively interested in questions about the Christian 
faith, and in particular about Catholic teaching. New 
questions are being asked, old questions are being 
repeated, and at times the old answers seem no answer at 
all. If we were to change too many answers, we would 
change Christianity too, in order to supply the ap.swers we 
want-the ones we would like to be true. But this, too, 
would be no real answer at all. Can we, perhaps, take a new 
vantage-point from which we can see that, while nowadays 
some of the old answers are no longer satisfactory, many of 
them are more to our liking than we were prepared to 
admit? From this same vantage-point it may also appear 
more clearly that even the things not to our liking fit, in 
perfect symmetry, into the plan of God. This book seeks 
to present a synthetic view of Christian doctrine which 
takes into account the honest needs behind this modem 
questioning. 

This "new look at Catholic doctrine" will not be new 
to many. All that is given in these pages can be found 
(more fully developed-but never combined in a popular 
synt]Jesis) through the writings of men like K. Rabner, 
E. Schillebeeckx, J. Lecuyer, Y. Congar, M. Clienu, H.
de Lubac, P. Anciaux, and the many other fine thinkers
in the vanguard of theological studies. But often it has not
got through to our pulpits or our popular presentation of
Catholic teaching. Certainly it has been ignored by those
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PART I 

EVERYMAN AND HIS GOD · 


























































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































