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Preface

Readers will be familiar with the use of the expression ‘Old Testament’ used by Chris-
tians to describe the holy books of the Jewish faith. The closest we get to it in the New
Testament is where Paul speaks of the ‘old covenant’ in his Second Letter to the Christian
community in Corinth (see 2Corinthians 3:14). ‘Old Testament’ came to be used to dis-
tinguish the inspired books of the Jewish faith from the writings of the ‘New Testament’
that emerged within the Christian community in the first century AD. I have chosen to
speak of the Older and the Newer Testaments: terms which focus more explicitly on the
relationship between the two sets of writings.

Having completed a seventeen year project of commentaries on both testaments, [ wish to
offer here an Introduction to the reading of books of the Older Testament. When I returned
in 1988 from Rome where I had obtained an LSS at the Pontifical Biblical Institute, my
first task as coordinator of Biblical Studies at St Paul’s National Seminary, Kensington
NSW was to present a course entitled ‘Introduction to the Old Testament’, and I have
been working on the material in the intervening twenty-five years, which have included
four return trips to Rome for further research.

Almost all the material in this book can be found in the Introductions to the commentar-
ies listed on the opposite page. I hope the reader will find it helpful to have the material
available in a single volume.
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